A study to explore the patient's experience of peritoneal surface malignancies: pseudomyxoma peritonei.
Pseudomyxoma peritonei (PMP) is a rare tumour originating from the appendix and producing extensive mucus accumulation within the abdomen and pelvis. Since UK government policy reinforces the importance of involving patients in the delivery of healthcare, it is essential to explore patients views so that service development can be fully responsive to the patients need. The primary objective of this study was to explore the impact of PMP on the lives of patients. The secondary objectives were to explore the sources of psychological support for patients, the symptoms experienced and their information concerns. In-depth interviews were conducted with a purposive sample of 13 patients. The interviews were tape recorded, with permission, transcribed in full and analysed for content and emerging themes. The emergent themes included significant uncertainty about the diagnosis and treatment of this rare condition. The difficulties associated with confirming an initial diagnosis and living with an uncertain prognosis were highlighted. Patients' choice and access to support by a specialist team were important themes. The data highlighted the particular needs of this under-researched patient group and provided evidence to further develop patient support, particularly using the Internet.